
 

 

VENURA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Parcel Tax Oversight Committee  

November 4, 2014 

Minutes 

 

 

Call to Order 

The regular meeting of the Parcel Tax Oversight Committee (PTOC) of the Ventura Unified 

School District was held in the Einstein Room at 255 W. Stanley Avenue, in Ventura, 

California, on November 4, 2014.  David Armstrong, Chair, called the meeting to order at 

6:10 p.m.   

 

Adoption of Agenda 

It was moved by Lou Cunningham, seconded by Sabrena Rodriguez, and carried 

unanimously to accept the agenda as presented.   

 

Roll Call 

Present: Committee members David Armstrong, José Bernard, Aran Burke, Lou 

Cunningham, Sabrena Rodriguez and Kevin Rose.  Absent:  Brett Becker 

     

Present: Staff Members Dr. Trudy T. Arriaga, Kathy Asher, B.J. Fitzgerald, Andrea McNeill 

Joseph Richards and Rosi Cortéz.  

   

Public Comments – None 

 

Approval of Minutes 

After a brief discussion, it was moved by Lou Cunningham, seconded by Sabrena Rodriguez, 

and carried unanimously to approve the May 20, 2014 meeting minutes.   

 

Report on Parcel Tax Estimated Versus Actual Expenditures   

The final summary of estimated versus actual expenditures was provided to the committee.  

First page expenditures match the detailed description on the PTOC report.   Final year-end 

reporting information was submitted to the committee for consolidation into the report.  

 

Review of Draft PTOC Report to the Board of Education 

The draft of the PTOC report was developed in conjunction with the subcommittee (Chair – 

Brett Becker, Aran Burke and Lou Cunningham) and district input.  It was provided for the 

committee’s review.  An inconsistency regarding revenue on page 2 was brought to the 

attention of the PTOC Chair.  The summary of all expenditures appears on page 5.  A 

committee member asked if site specific information could be included in the report.  The 

PTOC Chair informed the committee that the original intention was to breakdown 

information by site, but after reviewing the expenses, there were only a few expenses 

attributed to specific school sites (i.e. Buena HS band uniforms).    Teaching positions were 

added to the district pool of teachers, not necessarily to specific schools.  The PTOC 

presentation will list more detailed information so that the public has a clear sense of what 

sites will be affected by particular expenses.  The PTOC recommends that the carryover to 

2014-15 be addressed on the report.   A “Carryover” section will be added to the final report 

after the “Consultant Fees” section.  The carryover has not been added to the projected 

budget which was provided in the March meeting.  The carryover is allocated for technology.   

It was conveyed by a committee member that it is important to communicate expenses are 

being made consistent with the ballot initiative language and within the appropriated fiscal 

year.  Also discussed is the importance of why the expenses matter—how it affects the 

students (i.e. class-size reduction).  Disseminating the report and presentation to a broader 
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audience was also discussed.  The plan is post the report and presentation on the district 

website, and embrace opportunities for staff to present the information at district meetings.  

The Ventura County Star is always looking for newsworthy opportunities.  The district’s goal 

is to get the information out.   

 

Discuss Presentation of the Final PTOC Report to the Board of Education 

There was discussion regarding the presentation highlighting more specific information 

included on the PTOC report to the Board, the board meeting dates to make the 

presentation on, and how the presentation will be made—by the PTOC Chair or all 

committee members taking a piece of the whole presentation. There is only one scheduled 

meeting in December, specifically December 9th.  A decision was made to schedule it for the 

December 9th board of education meeting, and most committee members will present at the 

meeting.  District staff will introduce the committee.  A subcommittee member 

communicated the need to meet a few more times with the other subcommittee members 

before the next PTOC meeting.  District staff communicated they would make themselves 

available to meet with the subcommittee if they needed more input in the completion of the 

report and presentation to the Board.  A decision was made to make the next meeting a 

working meeting in order to review, edit and approve the board report and presentation.  

 

Future Agenda Items – The PTOC would like the focus of the next meeting on review and 

approval of the PTOC Report and Presentation. 

 

Next Meeting Date – Tuesday, November 18, 2014, 5:30 – 7:00 pm, in the Einstein 

Room. 

 

Adjournment 

On a motion by Dave Armstrong, presiding Chair, the meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 

 


