






















            

 



Dahm. Amy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Sheila Murphy  
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:46 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- 8th Grader at Cabrillo 

Thank you for considering Nov 30 opening for Elementary. 

There are excellent online tools available to help sort out the CRITICAL and URGENT 
issues from the long list of reasons for NOT opening that have been published and 
considered. In other words, priorities should be sorted out and ranked. Parents 
threatening to leave VUSD for other educational options should be viewed as an 
OPPORTUNITY. If not, then what do we need VUSD for at all? 

Please re-open Middle Schools at the semester, near the end of January, 2021. 
It will take some hard work and rethinking, but other schools are doing it .... so can we! 

Thank you, 
Sheila Murphy 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Good evening, 

Kristen Swarts  > 

Monday, October 12, 2020 9:39 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Maintain distance learning 

My daughter is a Kindergartner at Poinsettia. I am asking that you vote to keep distance learning as is, at least 
through the end of the year. Your original plan was to have distance learning through the fall semester, why go 
back for only 2-3 weeks (for only a hybrid approach) just before the winter break? 

Just looking at other states who have done a hybrid approach, it doesn't seem to be working. Numbers across 
the country are spiking. Our numbers are low BECAUSE of the precautions we have in place. Going back to 
any version, hybrid, full time, still puts the kids exposure at risk, thus exposing our families. It makes it so we 
can no longer visit grandparents, and other family members who are at risk. 

The other option, to stay in distance learning, further divides the community. Sure, my daughter can stay with 
distance learning, but that means she probably won't have her same teacher she has become accustomed to 
seeing each day (and loves), along with not being able to see all the kids in her class. Why should she (and our 
family) be penalized for taking a more health conscious approach in the midst of a pandemic. 

For a kindergartener, they would go back to school for only 3.5- 4 hrs a day for two days a week. Is having 
them go back to school for such a short amount of time each week really worth risking our families, and the 
community at large, health? 

For these reasons, I hope that you would maintain distance learning for now. If nothing else, vote to postpone 
the vote to see what the next few weeks bring when we see what the reopening in the Red Tier really does to 
our positivity rate. With cases on the rise in other states who are more fully open, I would imagine if we 
proceed the same, we would look similar in the next few weeks. 

I urge you to make the health of the community as priority #1 and maintain distance learning for the time being. 

Thank you, 
Kristen Hammer 

Get Outlook for iOS 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dr. Rice and Board Members, 

Melissa J Ruiz > 
Monday, October 12, 2020 11 :01 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Youngest learners, give teachers the time 

I support resuming in person learning as soon as possible, especially for our youngest learners. I am hoping to 
hear discussion around the possibility of a phased resumption of in-person classes, rather than all or nothing on 
November 30th. 

In his response to my previous email, Dr. Rice spoke to the possibility of resuming in person classes on a faster 
timeline depending on the concordance of teacher and family commitments to either in person learning or 
distance learning. "In terms of a phased in process, the grade levels with the least disparity between student 
and staff requests for distance only are the easiest to accommodate and therefore could be implemented 
faster. We won't know that until we ask the teachers and parents for their commitments." 

I would ask that the board consider allowing for flexibility in a phased reopening rather than setting a fixed 
date, therefore allowing for the possibility of sooner resumption of in-person classes for younger learners if it 
becomes possible to accommodate after teacher and student commitments are made. 

I would also ask that the board discuss preschools. Again, it is developmentally inappropriate for our youngest 
learners to be engaging in virtual learning. 

Finally, having spoken to a number of friends who are elementary school teachers, the amount of time that 
teachers will need to prepare to reopen classrooms is daunting. I believe it is completely reasonable to discuss 
giving teachers at least a few days where they do not have to provide live instruction to prepare their classrooms 
to resume in person learning. Live instruction was minimized at the beginning of the school year to provide 
orientation time and it seems reasonable that teachers would need this again in terms of getting ready to resume 
in person learning. 

Thank you for all the work you are doing for the children in the VUSD. 

Melissa Ruiz, MD 

1 



 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dr. Rice and Board Members, 

Wainani Oesterle  
Monday, October 12, 2020 11 :21 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Public comment 

I am glad that the Board is considering reopening school on November 30. Given that that is 6 weeks from now, 
I urge the Board to adopt a phased in approach that prioritizes VUSD's youngest learners for whom distance 
learning is developmentally inappropriate- namely, the students in preschool, TK, Kindergarten, and 1st grade. 
These children have already lost vital months of in-person instruction, and I hope the Board will do everything 
it can to get those children back to school as soon as possible- even before November 30 if feasible. Rallying 
behind our youngest learners and prioritizing their return is the right thing to do. 

Given the enormous burden reopening places on teachers, I also advocate that VUSD allows teachers to pause 
live instruction for a limited period of time so they can pivot their focus to reopening and adapting their 
classroom and instruction methods to the public health protocols. The benefits of in-person learning greatly 
outweigh a temporary pause in virtual instruction, and preparation and support for teachers is paramount for a 
return to school to be successful. 

Finally, I advocate for a VUSD organized information session from Ventura County Public Health to parents, 
teachers, and staff so that everyone can be on the same page regarding the steps needed to prevent spread of 
COVID-19 in schools. 

I know these are unprecedented times, and I appreciate the hard work of everyone at VUSD. 

Sincerely, 
Nani Oesterle 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

I have a 5th grader. .. 

Veronica Randall  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:00 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Question for 10/13 meeting 

Will parents be told if there is a student in their child's class that does not have to wear a mask? 

Will there be mask enforcement? 

So that we have the ability to make an informed decision on whether we send our child back into the class room 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Erin Slack  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 6:51 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Public Comment for Agenda Item 14a 

I am writing in support ofretuming to in-person instruction for K-12 students at VUSD. I would also like the 
board to amend the start date of in-person instruction from November 30th to November 2nd for elementary 
school students. Every single day that private schools are providing instruction in-person while public school 
students only have access to distance learning, we are creating even larger educational inequities in our 
communities. VUSD should set in motion the plans that were presented to parents in early June rather than 
waiting until the end of the grading period. 

This is the right thing to do for our children. 

From the CDC: 

Scientific studies suggest that COVID-19 transmission among children in schools may be low. International 
studies that have assessed how readily COVID-19 spreads in schools also reveal low rates of transmission 
when community transmission is low. Based on current data, the rate of infection among younger school 
children, and from students to teachers, has been low, especially if proper precautions are followed. There 
have also been few reports of children being the primary source of CO VID-19 transmission among family 
members.[6],[7],[8] This is consistent with data from both virus and antibody testing, suggesting that children 
are not the primary drivers of COVID-19 spread in schools or in the community.[9],[10],[J JJ No studies are 
conclusive, but the available evidence provides reason to believe that in-person schooling is in the best interest 
of students, particularly in the context of appropriate mitigation measures similar to those implemented at 
essential workplaces. 

https ://www.cdc.gov/ coronavirus/201 9-ncov / community/ chools-childcare/reopening-schools.html#fn9 

Erin Slack 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi, 

 
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 8:26 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Reopening schools 

I have two boys one in third grade and one in seventh. I am all for the kids getting back in the classroom. My opinion is 
having the elementary kids go back on Nov. 30 they would only be back for 3 weeks before winter break. I feel the 
transition would be better if it wasn't start and stop. I feel that the transition should happen when we come back from 
break on January 4, that way when we go back to school it will build a routine again with consistency. 

Thank you for your time, 

Lynnette Wright 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Good Morning, 

Marisa Stuteville <  

Tuesday, October 13, 2020 8:27 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Fwd: Reopening of School 

I am re-submitting my public comment for tonight's Board Meeting. My comment may not have been 
submitted in the 24 hour window for comments to be considered for this evening. Thank you, 

Sincerely, 

Marisa Stuteville 

---------- Forwarded message---------
From: Marisa Stuteville  
Date: Mon, Oct 12, 2020 at 4:13 PM 
Subject: Reopening of School 
To: <public. comment@ventu rausd. org> 

Dear Members of the VUSD School Board, 

I am writing to urge you to reopen our schools to students who fall in our most at risk categories - special 
education students, English Language Learnings, Socially/Economically Disadvantaged groups and so 
on. These are our most at risk students who have fallen considerably behind in their academics and it will take 
a considerable amount of time to get caught up to their peers. Since March, I have witnessed my son with an 
IEP struggle academically and socially/emotionally. He needs the support and services of in person instruction 
to succeed and he has failed miserably with distance education. My son belongs to a two parent working family 
and in order to receive his services, he has to engage in synchronous learning or he WILL NOT be able to 
receive his services. It isn't an easy decision to decide between your career and your son's education. How are 
two parent working families with a special education student surviving? How are students' whose primary 
language is not English being supported in distance learning? It is my firm belief that it is time to reopen our 
school to our most vulnerable population of students. The American Association of Pediatrics, the VC Public 
Health Director and various other organizations believe it is safe for small groups of children to return on 
campus with safety protocols in place. I urge you to put our students first and reopen schools as soon as safety 
measures are in place. Teachers and support staff have been doing an excellent job of trying to support students 
as best as possible but distance learning is not the optimal mode for learning for many students. 

l 



Thank you, 

Sincerely, 

Marisa Stuteville 

This is a staff email account managed by Oxnard Union High School District. This email and any files transmitted 
with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If 
you have received this email in error please notify the sender. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kelsy Daniels  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 8:42 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Reopening schools 

Please reopen schools before Nov 30th!! Distant learning isn't working! Our kids are suffering and falling behind!As 
parents that love our children, we are doing our absolute best but most of us feel like we are failing! Please reopen!! 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Good morning! 

Mikhailovsky <  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 8:43 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Return to school 

I would like to support return to school petition for vusd. As a physician and a mom I think it's essential for all of us to 
provide best care for our kids and return to normality ASAP. 
Thank you, 
Anna Mikhailovsky, MD 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

jennifer blanchette  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:13 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Opening schools 

According to the CDC, deaths in the 5 to 17 yr old group is less than 0.1 percent. This amounts to a total of 62. 
Children cannot learn long distancing. If the teachers are nervous, they can choose to stay home but stop 
penalizing the children who are least at risk. Open up the schools! 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dorothy DeGuzman  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:36 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Fwd: re-opening in person school for elementary students 

Dear VUSD School Board and Superintendent, 

I hope you are all safe and well. I am writing to ask you to re-open in person education for elementary students. 

I have a 2nd grader at Mound and a TK student at Lincoln. I am a core faculty family medicine physician with 
the residency program at Ventura County Medical Center. I have been working in person wearing a mask 
throughout the pandemic. Our hospital and clinic system has instituted policies to remain open for our 
patients. I believe teachers are essential workers and we should protect them and that in person education is 
also essential for our young learners. 

I have a patient who is a nurse at VCMC, she works in our COVID unit. She has told me that to date no 
workers of the covid unit have gotten covid. These are the most exposed but by following the PPE protocols 
they have remained safe. We have had some outbreaks at the hospital and these small outbreaks have been 
linked to breakrooms when health care workers have let down their guard and taken off their masks. 

I believe that schools can be safely reopened with masks and handwashing protocols . .I would love to help with 
education and support for the district in anyway I can to facilitate re-opening. 

My sons are fine because I can afford an Au Pair and high school tudors for a few days a week to help them get 
through their assignments. I will say it makes me sad because my 2nd grader no longer looks forward to school 
as he always did when it was in person. I worry the most about the children that do NOT have the childcare 
options I have, parents who do not speak English as their primary language and dont have the wifi resources. I 
have heard really sad stories from many of my co-workers who are single parents or their partners have to work 
the night shift. They must leave their children all day in front of the TV so they can sleep, or the caregiver they 
found was unable to help their children do their school work and then the child failed. I am sure there are worse 
stories than this. 

I know your decision is not an easy one. Please let me know if I can help in anyway. 

Thank you, 

Dorothy DeGuzman, MD/MPH 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Fierro, Kathleen (Kathy) 
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:35 AM 
Public Comment;  
re-opening 

I am very concerned as to the November 30 re-opening date for those teachers who choose to do hybrid teaching. In 
order to get our classrooms ready for students, the teachers would need time to prep, re-arrange the classrooms, and 
get supplies ready for that opening day. This date comes right after our Thanksgiving recess, and many teachers may 
have already had plans to visit small family groups elsewhere. Does this mean that we are expected to use our family 
time to get classrooms ready? I am also extremely concerned as to the workload of teachers who would be doing hybrid 
teaching. My understanding is that we would be teaching a cohort for the entire morning, then teaching the other 
cohort in the afternoon by zoom, and unless there is a teacher who takes the fully long distanced cohort, we would also 
be teaching that group. I am already working all day long, all evening long, and almost all of my weekends simply to be 
caught up with fully distanced learning. I do not see where I am going to find the time to basically teach 3 different 
classes. And I don't even have a combination class. Thank you for allowing me to share my concerns. Please only use 
my first name in conjunction with the public comment. Thank you. 

Kathy Fierro, Teacher, First Grade 
Ventura Unified School District 

Juanamaria Elementary Schoo l 
100 S. Crocker Ave 
Ventura, CA 93004 

 
juanamariaelem .org 

For the futu re of every student 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Leah Kory  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:43 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- In-school learning 

My name is Leah Kory and I have two daughters at Ventura High School. I am also a doctor at Ventura Medical Center 
and have been very involved in the response to covid in our community. I understand very clearly the risks involved, for 
both kids and staff, with having the kids go back to school, but I think the benefits outweigh the risk at this time. 
Per the VC Emergency website our current 7 day average case rate per 100,000 people is 5.2 and the 7 day test positivity 
rate is only 2.7%. As you likely already know, these low numbers, along with a few other metrics, have put us into the 
"red tier". This has made it possible to have the discussion about opening schools and shows that we are doing a good 
job of limiting virus spread. 
Although nobody can know for sure what will happen when classes resume, I believe that by limiting class sizes, keeping 
doors and windows open, requiring masks and maintaining social distancing, we can safely send our kids to class. I 
personally am in favor of a hybrid model to start, where kids may go 2-3 days a week to school and have on line the rest 
of the time. 
My girls are absolutely miserable with distance learning. Not only are they dealing with their own technology issues, but 
many of the teachers have similar issues. Much of the time there is difficulty connecting for class or turning things in in 
the appropriate format. They aren't sure what is due when, and the amount of homework is just ridiculous and 
overwhelming. Not only do I feel they are missing out on education, but the social isolation has really affected both of 
them. They both have new anxiety and depression issues that I believe would improve with some social interaction and 
even a partial return to "normalcy". 
I would be happy to help with the transition back to the classroom in any way - as a parent and/or as a doctor. Feel free 
to reach out anytime. My number . Thanks so much for your time! Leah 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Bob Smiley  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:55 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Request for public comment 

I'd like to make a public comment at tonight's Board meeting re: school reopenings. I have included 
my comments below. 

If the public meeting is slated to begin at 7pm, what time would you recommend I show up to wait in 
line to speak? Thank you for your help 

Sincerely, 
Bob Smiley 

Thank you to the Board of Education for letting me speak. 

My name is Bob Smiley, I was born and raised in Ventura. I went to Poinsettia Elementary, Cabrillo 
Middle School, and Buena high school. From there I went on to Princeton University. I have always 
been a defender of the Ventura public school system. 

I have four children of my own, three of whom are currently enrolled in Ventura public schools. 

And so I was disappointed to get the latest update from Dr. Rice and learn that it was going to take 6 
WEEKS to bring my kindergartner back to school just 2 days a week. .. and my middle and high 
schooler would not be returning in ANY form until late January at the earliest. 

I'm sympathetic to the logistical headaches you all are trying to figure out. I know many people are 
fearful of covid-19. I don't envy the hard place in which you all find yourselves. 

But as your own health expert Dr. Levin said when asked, to date there have been NO KNOWN covid 
outbreaks at any public daycare facilities in Ventura County. NONE. There have also been no known 
outbreaks at any PRIVATE schools or daycares. NONE. 

And in states that returned to in-person learning in September, many without restrictions at all, there 
has been little to no spike in overall community infections. In Georgia, infection rates have 
DECLINED since schools returned. 

To q11ote Dr. Levin himself, "It's an infectious disease, but it's not wildly infectious." 

Lest one think I need to look at this from the perspective of someone with a special health 
consideration, I should add that my 4th child is a home-schooled 11 year old with severe special needs. 
And in March I was diagnosed with a rare but treatable form of cancer. On top of that, my family lives 
with my 72 year old mother. If anyone has potential reasons to be worried, it would be us. 
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And yet those realities do not change our family's thoughts on this matter. Because kids of all ages 
need to be in school. 
Not in 6 weeks. 
Not in 3 and a half months. 
Now. 

As my wife and I tell our children, in life you will have to face scary things. And when you do, you'll 
find they weren't as scary as you thought they were. 

Do not continue to let fear win the day. It's time to model courage to the children of Ventura. 

I strongly oppose your proposed timeline and urge you to find a way to bring our kids back sooner. 

Thank you. 

bob@humblepictureco.com 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Shannon Reveles  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:55 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Timeline of Re-Opening Schools 

Dear VUSD Board of Trustees and Superintendent Roger Rice, 

As the district and board prepares to tackle the enormity of when and how to return to hybrid in
person instruction, it is my hope that the following factors will not be overlooked in the process: 

1. Number of work days from now until November 30th available to office staff/teachers/sites in 
order to make logistical scheduling changes, set-up classrooms, get campuses ready= 19 days (due 
to holidays and not counting elementary conference days). 

2. Number of actual instruction days for students if we return on November 30th before going out on 
Winter Break= 15 days, of which several are going to be spent simply re-adjusting to being back on 
campus. 

3. Does the disruption and potential for students to have to switch teachers, possibly sites, be 
placed in combo classes, not to mention the loss of their peer group, warrant the great lengths it will 
take to bring them back in-person on November 30th for 15 days before going out on Winter Break? 

4. Would it not be better to stay 100% distance learning through December (as previously voted 
and approved by the board) and give sites ample time to make a plan and implement what it is going 
to take to open their doors (schedules, roster changes, classroom set-ups, etc.) with a January re
opening date? 

5. There are so many moving parts and details to returning that have yet to be figured out. How 
are parents supposed to "commit" to a plan, when the plan has not yet been revealed to them or to 
the sites. 

It goes without saying the complexity and importance of returning to in-person instruction, but as a 
staff member at the site level, the timeline of re-opening on November 30th seems extremely short
sighted and somewhat insurmountable working within the limited number of days on the calendar. I 
think we need more time. Time to create a solid plan on all fronts, time for VUEA/VESPA to 
adequately negotiate the terms of which we are to re-open and time to inform parents of what exactly 
that plan is so they can make an educated decision on whether to return hybrid or stay in distance 
learning. It is also going to take time to implement the plan with precision so as not to exasperate our 
families or staff members. Stress levels are already high across the board, why rush into making 
them even higher? 

I respectfully ask that when determining an actual date to return to school, you take into consideration 
not only what is in the best interest of the students and families, but also give careful consideration to 
the staff at the site level whose responsibilities will be to implement all of the changes necessary to 
re-open. 
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Thank you, 

Shannon Reveles 
Junipero Serra Elementary 
Office Manager 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello, 

Erin Hakim  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11 :00 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Comment submission 

I'm writing to submit my comment as a parent of a first grader in VUSD. 

I feel it is irresponsible for the board to re-open schools at this point given the danger of COVID to not just the 
students but to teachers and staff in VUSD and the entire community. 

A hybrid model that would decrease instruction time and produce potentially negative health outcomes does not 
make sense to pursue. And only opening elementary schools puts our youngest children at risk and in a way is 
using them as a trial for the safety of the older children. 

I ask that you do not vote to approve opening elementary schools in Ventura on November 30. 

Sincerely, 

Erin Hakim 
Ventura, CA 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Lorell Guzman  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11 :40 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Opening 

As a concerned Parent is the district taking into consideration that it will be in the middle of cold and flu season. 
How will schools be prepared or be able to tell the difference between the flu and Covid? 

Also how can make sure our child keeps the teacher they have had during Distance Learning? I feel like my 
child is thriving and learning so well with distance learning. I am worried she will be regress. 

Thank you a concerned parent. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ben Pecht  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11 :41 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- school reopening 

As a practicing pediatrician in Ventura with my own kids going to district schools, I strongly endorse K-5 
returning to in person instruction even if Covid conditions worsen. This opinion is also endorsed by our chapter 
of the American Academy of Pediatricians. These young children are in a critical developmental window. This 
is the time for them to develop creativity, problem solving and social-emotional skills. These developmental 
milestones are far more crucial for human development than learning math, reading etc. Only with in person 
instruction and interaction can we meet the developmental needs of our children. Continuing on line learning 
will have permanent and long standing negative effects on our children. Please consider returning at least K-5 
students to in person instruction as soon as possible. 

Yours Truly, 

Ben Pecht, M.D. 
Coastal Pediatric Medical Group 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

G Martinez  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11 :46 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Public Comment: Item 14 - Board Meeting October 13, 2020 

In Accordance with Governor Newsom 's Executive Orders N-29-20 in regards to the COVID-19 Virus, we 
request the following "Public Comment" be provided to each member of the Board of Education, and the 
following be included in the summary given to the Board President during the public comment period and 
included in the minutes of the Board meeting. 

This Public Comment is tied to an item that is up for action, specifically ITEM 14 titled "Reopening of Schools 
Update (Action Requested)": 

Begin Public omment: 

"We thank you for sharing the results of the recent Parent Survey which (depending on how the readers want to 
frame the results) appear to show a majority of parents (70%-80%) would like their students to return to in
person classes. 

To help the community get a more clear picture of the actions being considered & approved around "Re
Opening" we ask that you also clearly publish: 

(a) the results of the Teacher Survey 
(b) the current demands of the teacher and service unions 

The information within (a) and (b) are currently being spread throughout the community as we speak, however 
this information is inconsistent as it is filtered by people's bias for and against. A clear communication -- from 
the district - would help eliminate confusion and misrepresentation of the data. 

More importantly, parents and tax-payers need to know what these public employees' positions are with regards 
to re-opening schools. 

Regards. 

G. Martinez 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Heather McLeod-Rice  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11 :47 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Question/Comment for VUSD Board Meeting 

The following question/comment is for the VUSD Board Meeting today, 10/13 at 7 pm. Please respond upon 
receipt of this email. 

Question/Comment below in blue: 

Please explain why my child still has teachers at VHS who do not know how to use Canvas. My child should not 
have to instruct her teacher on how to publish modules within Canvas. My daughter's job is learning, not IT 

Also, you might want to advi:,,:e Ms. Clovis, Vice Principal at VHS, that informing a parent that the only purpose 
of Kumbaya Wednesdays is solely to meet a mandate by the state, and that it serves no purpose in the education 
of my child. This is shameless and shows a complete failure on the part of VUSD "educators". What a waste! 
Obviously my daughter's Kumbaya Wednesday instructor has a complete understanding of this fact. They 
merely talk about his dog, and that's if the teacher actually shows up for the class period. 

This is VUSD's Vision Statement: In the Ventura Unified School District all students will receive an exemplary 
and balanced education fostering a l(felong passion for learning and engagement. We demand excellence of 
ourselves because our supportive community has entrusted us with their children. 

There is NOTHING "exemplary" about the education my child is receiving. VUSD, it is time to follow through 
on the "excellence", as a parent I am demanding it now! Step it up! 

Thank you and have a wonderful day. 

HMc 

Heather McLeod-Rice 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Elizabeth Gschwind  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11 :50 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Public Comments for tonight's meeting 

I have two kids at Poinsettia. I strongly feel the kids need to go back to school onsite as much as possible and as 
soon as possible. They are suffering both academically and socially and I am confident the district can put 
safety measures in place that will make it as safe as possible. Nothing is without risk and distance learning is 
not healthy, happy, or sustainable. Thank you. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Good morning, 

Donna Madden  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11 :56 AM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Return to School 

In advance of tonight's board meeting, I'd like to voice my preference for elementary students to return to school. My 
third grader and kindergarten student would get so much more value from their education if they had face-to-face 
interaction with their teachers. 

We're willing to take on the social distancing, additional precautions, and smaller groups to make this work. 

Thank you, 
Donna 

Donna Madden 
Sales Manager, Linkedln Learning 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Shawn Michael Harris  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12: 15 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Returning to School in Nov 

Despite the low risk of transmission as described by Dr. Levine, I would just like to say that the risk is still significant for 
many VUSD teachers, staff, their family members, and the parents or grandparents of the students and the loss of even 
one of those lives is too much and too costly. There are vaccines in development that could be available in early 
2021. Why not continue with the safest measures until the risks are significantly reduced for VUSD employees and family 
members of the students. 

Dr. Levine has talked about the low risks if people engage in the correct practices and wear ppe but teachers and staff are 
not trained medical professionals who have been working with ppe for years or even months and it only takes one mistake 
for the virus to be transmitted. 

Thank you, 
Shawn Harris 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tad Takara  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:17 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Fwd: Return to In Person Instruction 

Hello. My two oldest children are students in the Ventura Unified School district (2nd grade and kindergarten). 
I am a front-line healthcare worker and am fully aware of the risks and challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has created both for people locally and throughout the world. 

With that said, it is my belief that the risks of in class instruction are outweighed by the benefits for school age 
children. I think that especially for younger children such as mine, their social and psychological development 
are dependent on their ability to interact with their classmates and friends while at school. From an academic 
standpoint, my background is not in education but I would imagine the efficiency of online (distance) learning 
is much less compared to live instruction for students, especially the ones in grade school. 

Please understand that I do not take the decision to send my children back to their school for in person 
instruction lightly. I have seen the effects of COVID-19 infections firsthand and it can be a terrible disease. If in 
person instruction is to resume, all the guidelines set forth by the CDC and other health experts should be 
followed to minimize the risk of the students and school staff being infected. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this message and being involved in the education of our children during 
these challenging times. 

Dr. Tadashi Takara, M.D. 
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Dahm.Amy 

From: Angie Rodriguez  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:26 PM Sent: 

To: Public Comment; president@vuea.net 
Subject: -EXTERNAL SENDER-

To whom it may concern 

I am writing to plead with you that elementary schools do not open with a hybrid model on November 30th. 
Instead, I think the wise decision would be to move forward with small groups (SAi, Intervention, etc) coming 
to campus first, and teachers keep their original class and continue with Distance Leaming. 

Now that we are a few months in, most students and staff are in a learning groove! Teachers can plan 
appropriately, students know what to expect. We are finally learning! Asking us to switch now is a huge 
disruption. It's a disruption to teachers, students, and parents. Teachers will have to re-learn how to teach, in yet 
another model. Students will have to build relationships with new teachers, and learn new routines. Parents will 
have to figure out how to get their students to and from school twice a week on a modified schedule, figure out 
childcare, and learn the routines of possibly a new teacher. ff you want teachers to be able to deliver quality 
instruction, we need consistency! 

If the Board wanted school to open immediately after being in the red tier, that logistical work had to have been 
done previously (like other districts did). I do not understand why we started the year without staff and 
families making final decisions about the year (WEA VE or 100% Distance)? That, logistically, was a 
catastrophic mistake. 

Now that the mistake has already been made (stmiing school without making final decisions), the District and 
the Board need to contain the problem and not make it worse. Instead of speeding up to open, you need to 
slow down and plan! If you rush the opening of campuses without having ample time to plan, it will be 
chaotic. Chaos will lead to teacher burnout, upset parents, and kids caught in the middle of all the adults around 
them being stressed out. There are SO many things that need to be planned out and decided upon BEFORE 
families and staff make final decisions about WEA VE or 100% Distance. 

The following is a short list of things that need to be decided upon and communicated with staff and families in 
order for us to make an informed decision about our choice for the remainder of the school year: 

• What, exactly, are mask rules? (Restaurant style? When you sit you can remove them? On or off on 
the playground?) 

• What, exactly, is the schedule? (Still working in Canvas? What time and what days are Zoom vs in 
class?) 

• Bathroom Protocol....more than 1 student at a time? Who monitors? 
• Are parents allowed on campus? If not, who walks students to the gate? 
• What materials stay at home? What is brought back and forth? Do we have $ to buy materials that are 

lost in transition? 
• How and when does SAI and Intervention take place? Will students be pulled out of in-person class for 

services? Do they come to campus on asynchronous days for services? 
• Transportation- how will students be picked up with half day schedule? 
• What happens when/if there is a positive Covid case? Does the whole class quarantine? Siblings also? 
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Please, take the time to get the "horse in front of the cart," BEFORE re-opening elementary campuses. Open 
slowly and methodically with small groups first. Then .... plan, communicate, and allow families and staff to 
make informed final decisions about the remainder of the year. Even though a logistical catastrophic mistake 
has already been made (starting the year without final decisions), you now have a chance to ease the 
damage ..... open slow and open methodically. Do not open too quickly and add chaos to students, parents, and 
teachers. 

Thank you for reading, and thank you for considering my point of view in your decision. 

- Angie Turner 
1st Grade Teacher 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dr. Rice and the VUSD Board, 

Joanne Johnson  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1:1 5 PM 
Public Comment 

-EXTERNAL SENDER- Public statement for the October 13, 2020 

I would like to include a public statement for the October 13, 2020 board meeting. I would be remiss ifl did not 
acknowledge this unprecedented time has tested every system and emotion many of us have. Although this is a 
challenging time, our COVID numbers in the city of Ventura have been conservative and a driver for the county 
to move to the red tier. Our children deserve to be in school at least part time. The COVID numbers in the city 
are not justifying the irreversible learning issues that are impacting our children. Distance learning is not 
effective and I will share examples at two different grade levels to support this claim. 

Middle school 
Lack of accountability - There is no centralized accountability to publishing grades during the semester. Each 
teacher has their own process, timing, approach, and communication style. This disoriented approach makes it 
impossible to support our children and impossible to holistically understand where they are in terms of a grade. 
We have the parent observer account, parent portal, student canvas, and student portal. Each appears to have 
different information. 
Here are a few examples from teachers: 
• "ignore Canvas grades, I post only real grades in the portal" 
• "I will catch up with grading over the fall break" 
• "Grades need to be manually moved to the portal. I'm not sure when that will happen." 
• "It is extremely challenging to go back and grade late assignments. I will only do it if it makes a grade 
better" 
• "This work load is unmanageable." 

For ONE class, our daughter has worked extremely hard to catch up on the influx of assignments. She also has 
been focused for the past 3 weeks to submit any possible late assignments that there was confusion on during 
the beginning of school. In this one class there are more than 8 assignments worth 80 points left ungraded for 
weeks. Our daughter's inquiries to the teacher unanswered for more than a week. How is it that our daughter's 
report card grade is on the line because of non-graded work? This is her profile and record. She has always 
been an honor roll student (straight A's for 2 years) and a volunteer tutor at the school. Now she is failing an 
honors class and it is not her fault. The lack of progress she is making has been deflating to her confidence. 
When students are working hard to submit all assignments, they should be given the same grace we are being 
asked to give teachers. She used to thrive in her classes and now she cannot even speak about a class without 
extreme frustration about the system. 

Elementary 
Slipping through the cracks - It is impossible for teachers to build a personal connection with the kids via 
Zoom. They cannot identify if the kid understands by observing their body language or work in real time. Also 
with only 5 hours per week of instruction, how are kid's supposed to learn? On day two of school my eight 
year old was given a division math assignment with only 30 minutes of instruction. Where is the teaching? 
What are teachers doing the remainder of the week? Our son cannot teach himself Math, ELA, Science, Social 
Studies, and SEL. He tears up at the thought of zoom. The teacher is trying but, the platform is not effective 
for elementary. She is having to clean up the curriculum before the students see it because there is so 
much. We have had to pay for a day camp and a tutor to help support our child. So we are paying taxes for 
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public school and paying to have a safe place for our child to learn during the week. Why are families having to 
"figure it out"? What about the families that cannot pay for care and help? 

Our family has completed every survey. We have spoken to teachers and principals. We have seen the private 
schools in elementary go back to in-person. There are other districts in the county going back to in-person. Our 
family strongly supports "yes" vote to have the elementary students return by November 30. Then hopefully a 
solution for middle and high schools. Waiting until January is too long and too conservative. For the support of 
the students in the district, please have the confidence to move forward with part time in-person learning. 

Sincerely, 
Joanne Johnson 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello, 

Claudia Benton  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1 :30 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Support School Reopening 

I am in support of Ventura's Schools reopening following all the precautions needed to maintain distance and protect 
others from COVID-19. 

Children need the social life and connections for their development. 

Thank you, 

Claudia Benton 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear VUSD School Board, 

michelle  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1 :31 PM 
Public Comment 

-EXTERNAL SENDER- VUSD Employee Concern for October 13, 2020 Board Meeting! 

I am writing out of concern for the schools reopening too soon although I know the kids need to be in class 
sooner than later. 

I have been a Health Technician for VUSD for the past 22 years and fully plan on coming back when school 
reopens, but, there are so many logistics that have not been planned out yet and with Fall Break and conferences 
coming I don't feel that everything can be put in place to guarantee the safety of our staff and students by 
November 30, 2020. 

Personally, as the Health Technician, I am very concerned that there still is no "Possible Covid area" set up 
here at my site as well as who is going to volunteer to work all day in there and what training will they 
have? Neither my Principal or Health Services can answer that question for me! I also have not been told if I 
will be working full time as the Health Technician when we reopen back up with the kids here and need to 
know that as well but no one can tell me that either, but I am hopeful that they will increase my 
hours! Although I think as the Health Technician I would need to be here full time but presently only have 22.5 
hours per week! I also spend countless hours every day doing attendance here at Serra so if I were Full time at 
Health Technician someone else would need to do my 10 hour per week Attendance Clerk job because if some 
kids are hybrid and the others are distance learning it will be more than 10 hours per week to do attendance! 
And I couldn't do both jobs per my contract! 

I honestly do not see how there is enough time to have all the parents make their choice of hybrid or distance 
learning and then have to try and contact all of the others who don't choose and then have to possibly try and 
figure out schedules in a few day! Teachers who plan on teaching in the classroom still need to prepare their 
classes and I think we would need more employees to help at drop off and pick up at the end of the day 
otherwise, social distancing would not be able to be managed. 

The last thing I want to make sure you are aware of is that there are currently multiple open positions for Health 
Technicians (at least 5 that I am aware of1)and there still has been no Transfer or Open employments 
requisitions as of today, so how can we reopen with no pennanent employees to work in the health offices that 
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are open? There are some health technicians covering 2 schools but that is temporary and I don't see how that 
can continue once the kids come back. 

I hope that you take the time to read these concerns and understand my concerns! 

Thank you, 

Michelle Glenn 

VUSD Health Technician 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Dr. Rice and VUSD Board, 

Marisamurphy1  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1 :54 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- PUBLIC COMMENT/QUESTIONS 

Follow up 
Flagged 

I would respectfully like to ask what kind of grace these kids are going to be given during the difficulties and challenges 
facing online school. 

We have personally experienced numerous issues that are affecting my children's grades and ultimately their eligibility to 
play sports. While their education is the main priority, the outlet that sports is currently providing them is now considered 
equivalent due to the mental health and social aspect it provides. All of my children have attested that they haven't 
learned anything this year (yet) and are primarily left to their own devices to figure out their school work. It is incredibly 
difficulty for them to attend school via Zoom and do homework online. 
Simply put, they are not that kind of independent, self-motivated, disciplined learners. Fortunately, my children do have 
support at home which means that I have take time off of work to help them with their assignments. I can only image what 
is happening with kids who don't have that same level of support. 

Needless to stay, my children are struggling academically. My children's GPA's typically range from 3.33 to Honor Roll 
status but they are now failing multiple classes. 
I attribute this to a number of different factors which include but are not limited to: 

1. Teachers simply not teaching. (I have witnessed some zoom classes that are only 4 minutes, 12 minutes, 9 minutes, 
etc. in length and the teacher says ... "You can now leave zoom and go do your work online". Literally, not teaching. 

2. Teachers sitting at their desk with dogs barking on their laps. 

3. Teachers not responding to emails at all. 

4. Teachers taking multiple days to respond to emails when my students are asking/begging for help. (which results in 
delayed/late assignments) 

5. Technical issues with work being submitted (Some schoolwork was uploading as "Blank" and had to be redone 3 times, 
ultimately photos of the work had to be emailed as proof). 

6. No feedback on work (Papers get graded with poor marks and ZERO feedback on what or where the student went 
wrong ... Again, No teaching. How can kids learn from that?) 

7. Teachers use a variety of different formats and some customized websites for school work which is very confusing . 

8. Assignments are often hidden within the websites and not easily found. 

9. Some teachers only report grades on Q 

10. Some teachers only report grades on Canvas 

11 . There is no communication with Q and Canvas. (Grades on Q today say "Not available") 

12. Some teachers are very late in grading assignments so my students have no idea if they have an "F" or an "A" 

13. Some teachers don't grade make up work "until official grades are due". 
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14. Some teachers have no time line to grade assignments, they "get to it when they can". 

15. NO CONSISTENCY!! With the platforms, deadlines and especially with grades. 

16. Some teachers say you have until the 9th for makeup work, some say until the 16th, some say the 23rd, some say no 
makeup work, some say they take it up to the last minute. 

17. LOTS OF CONFUSION!! Some assignments on Canvas say "Missing" but on Q, there is already a grade for that 
assignment, so which one is accurate!? 

A lot of this information are direct quotes from teachers because I have sent multiple inquiries in order to save my children 
from the stress and chaos. One teacher sent an email out on Thursday 10/8 at 9:00PM saying all missing work is due 
Friday, 10/9. I didn't even get home until 8pm Friday night to help my children with this. 
So COMMUNICATION & ACCOUNTABILITY is a major issue! 

With three children in the district and 18 classes/teachers to manage and EVERYONE doing something different, it leads 
to a lot of confusion and angst. 

In discussions with parent groups, I have learned that many straight A, Honor Students are also struggling and feeling the 
same way we are. I was actually glad to hear that because I felt like it was just us, alone in this mess. The whole 
experience has been incredibly daunting on our family. I have had to take a lot of time off of work to teach/guide my 
children and help them with assignments . And now one of my children is suffering mentally and emotionally due to all the 
stress, so that's just icing on the cake that we now need to deal with . 
I am most concerned about my high school student who is in his pivotal year in High School. To be frank, he is suffering 
through this and needs IN-CLASS instruction. 

So to recap, I would like to know the following: 

1. What kind of grace is being afforded to these students? 
2. What can't there be consistency among the classes, platforms, deadlines and grading? 
3. What additional support is being provided to those who struggle the most? 
4. And last but not least, if my students education is considered essential, then these teachers are essential, correct? With 
that said, Get them back into the classroom! 

I would personally like to say thank you to Ms. Bradvica for updating grades every Wednesday, this is incredibly helpful. 
And I would like to say thank you to Mrs.Wilcox and Ms. Pinkstaff. Both teach Math and are the most responsive and 
helpful in sorting these things out with my students. Thank you for all that you do. 

Please know that I appreciate ALL of the VUSD school teachers, the administration, counselors and support staff. I know 
this is NOT easy on anyone but I certainly would like it to be made easier on these children. I am confident that my 
children will get thru this, but I am truly, truly concerned about those who are struggling academically and need additional 
support. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Marisa Murphy 
Buena High School 
Balboa Middle School 
Balboa Middle School 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Sarajane Reible  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 2:01 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Continue Distance Learning for All 

Follow up 
Flagged 

The following is to address tonight's discussion of when to offer hybrid learning: 

To Sabrena Rodriguez (President), Jackie Moran (Vice President), Velma Lomax, Dr. Jerry 
Dannenberg, Matt Almaraz, and Dr. Roger Rice (Superintendent), 

Stay the course and offer hybrid learning in January, as is the original plan. 

As a member of PAC, it has come to my attention that when our district offers the hybrid learning 
options, every student and teacher will be affected by the choices given. 

It doesn't matter if families choose to have their children learn with either the hybrid model or continue 
with distance learning. The consistency will be disrupted yet again. According to the PAC meeting 
discussion held at the October 6th meeting, there is a likely chance that, to accommodate both 
choices, it is likely that students will be assigned a different teacher and possibly a different 
site. Those who choose distance learning may have a different teacher and a different set of 
classmates because their teacher may return to the classroom. 

These student have already had enough disruption in their lives over a very short period of time. In 6 
months, they have gone from: 

• a classroom routine to 

• emergency distance learning to 

• a summer of uncertainty to 

• a more organized distance learning platform. 

In the past two months, students have started connecting with their teacher, their classmates, and 
their online routine. To take that away again can cause stress on students who thrive on the already
established connections with their teachers and classmates. It makes more sense to have at least 
half of the year of some stability. 

I would also encourage the district to wait until after the holidays and winter break before we give the 
choice of hybrid learning, due to the increased possibility of Covid exposure. 

Consistency is key. Students and teachers alike will respond well to consistency. Please consider 
this as you debate tonight on what is right for the future of our children, families, and teachers and 
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school staff. Please do not let pressure from families who do not understand the disruption hybrid 
learning being offered this early in the school year sway your decision. 

We need consistency in an inconsistent period of time. Keep all distance learning until 
January. I also believe you will have more families willing to return to brick-and-mortar learning if you 
wait just a little bit longer, as testing and understanding of this virus continues improve. 

Sincerely, 

Sara Baumgardner 
VUSD Parent 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Stephanie Riegert  

Tuesday, October 13, 2020 2:02 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- opening of schools - comment for board meeting tonight 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Hello School Board Members, Dr. Rice, and District Administration 

I am writing to urge you to open up our elementary schools for 5 days a week. This shut down that started in 
March, which was supposed to be to slow the spread of the virus and to make sure we don't overwhelm our 
hospitals, has become detrimental to our young kids' education and mental health. As a mom trying to work full 
time from home and facilitate multiple zooms and school work for my kids, it is also detrimental to my own 
mental health. These shutdowns were never supposed to be until the virus is gone or until there is a vaccine. The 
sole purpose was to not overwhelm the medical system. We are way beyond that, and need to move on with our 
lives. Unfortunately, this virus will not disappear. What if a safe vaccine doesn't come in the next year? Is the 
plan to do distance learning next year? There are countless public schools open for 5 days a week across the 
US. If they can do it, why can't we? Also, there are many private schools open in our own county and even in 
our city, which are holding class 5 days a week with up to 24 students in a class. What is the data on those 
schools? Have there been outbreaks? Have teachers gotten sick? Our students are going to be left behind. We 
are not all in the same boat. Plenty of kids are going to school. VUSD spent the summer planning to go back to 
hybrid. Therefore, that plan should be ready to implement immediately. If there is not a plan in place to return 
to school 5 days a week for elementary kids this year, I will be forced to enroll my children into private 
school. As a public school educator, this pains me to do, but distance learning is not sustainable for long term 
for success. I have many friends who have already pulled their students from VUSD and do not plan to return 
to VUSD next year. 
I would like you to consider, are the consequences of having schools closed worse than the disease 
itself? Thank you for taking the time to read this. 

Stephanie Riegert 
Counselor CHS 

 

This is a staff email account managed by Oxnard Union High School District. This email and any files transmitted 
with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If 
you have received this email in error please notify the sender. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Wendi Tidwell  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 2:04 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Send our kids back to school 

Follow up 
Flagged 

I am pro sending our kids back to school. My high school child is down and stressed about his lack of 
learning. He is failing classes because he doesn't understand what he sees on zoom. Rolling out the return 
should be started at the high school level not elementary school level. Please take this into consideration. 

"Don 't judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that you plant" -Robert Louis Stevenson 

Thanks, 

Wendi J Tidwell 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Jaimie Hoffman  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1 :55 PM 
Public Comment 
Dustin; Jaimie Hoffman 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Public comment for board meeting October 13 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Dear Board and VUSD administrators: 

First and foremost, I would like to thank you all for every single moment of your time you spend 
envisioning how to foster the highest quality and safest learning experience for our students. I am a 
parent of a second-grader at ATLAS elementary school and I am a long time educator in higher 
education. I have taught online for over 15 years, teach higher education faculty to teach online, and 
currently, work full time helping universities across the nation support online graduate students. I give 
this background so you are able to consider the lens with which I direct my comments. My first 
comment is to wholeheartedly congratulate and thank the teachers of VUSD for the countless hours 
they have spent pivoting their instruction to this online modality. I personally worked with a handful of 
your teachers over the summer and was amazed by the additional time they spent preparing for the 
fall, the vulnerability they entered the year with as they tried a new modality and the glimmers of 
excitement as they discovered new, innovative practices in their teaching. 

My second comment is this. Please do not forget just how much time it does take to pivot instruction 
to a different modality. In my experience, creating a hybrid learning experience is incredibly time
consuming. In fact, even more than creating a fully online learning experience. Understanding 
pedagogy and how to optimize each modality is a serious undertaking. We estimate faculty in higher 
education to take anywhere from 25 to 500 hours to plan an online course. If you move forward with 
full-scale elementary opening come November, how would you make sure teachers have the 
adequate time, resources, and preparation for this transition? What training can teachers receive to 
make sure they are using face-to-face time and asynchronous time in such a manner that optimizes 
both modalities? I just can't see how all of this could be achieved in such a short period of time all 
WHILE maintaining a current teaching schedule AND life during COVID. That does not seem feasible 
to me, I think it disadvantages teachers, and will likely not set up all children for a successful time in 
person 

Of course, we want our kids back in school. We can all cite hundreds of studies that illustrate the 
importance of schooling for children, that is why it is legally required, -- but we want them back safely 
(which I believe you have already laid the groundwork to achieve) and we want them their return to be 
as positive as possible. 

I humbly suggest you consider a two-pronged approach. 
1. Stick to your original plan of a second semester opening for ALL schools. 
2. Pilot openings for a school site or a classroom or two at each site (whatever makes sense 
considering all of the variables that you're juggling) earlier so that you can understand any 
unanticipated consequences and plan accordingly as you scale the opening across the district. 
Piloting launches in this manner will likely make the transition easier on everyone. 
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Thank you again. 

Dr. Jaimie Hoffman 

Jaimie Hoffman, Ed.D. 

 

Engage with me on social media: 

Follow me on Twitter 

Connect with me on Linked In 

Friend me on Facebook 

Check out my website 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

LOREN HAAR  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 2:22 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Opening schools 

The board should vote on opening elementary schools before the proposed Nov 30th, at least for Kand 1st as well as IEP 
students. 

Safe procedures can be implemented-at least for some if not all returning students- in a week or two. The full 6 
weeks proposed is not needed. 

All industries have had to put in the extra effort to meet guidelines, and it was extra work, but we need to act now, not 
just discuss. 

Ask families the simple yes or no question-only: will you return? Then move swiftly and decisively to make it happen. 
Instructors who will not be returning to in-person can help with the transition. 

Thank you, 
Loren Haar 
Parent of 3 at Loma Vista 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kristy Lim  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 2:57 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Bringing in Special Education Cohorts 

Hello Dr. Rice and the VUSD Board of Education, 

I am writing this in hopes that you consider bringing back small cohorts of SPED students ASAP for 
services and classroom instruction for SDC students. Moorpark USD and Simi Valley USD have been holding 
in-person small SPED cohorts. VCOE special education schools are coming back to in-person instruction at the 
end of the month. I hope that once these programs come back and are successful, they will lead the way for 
other students to come back. 

Moorpark USD is bringing back TK-5 general education students starting Oct 19th, Simi Valley USD is 
bringing back TK-3 gen ed students starting Nov 3rd, and phasing in grades 4-12 in a hybrid model starting Jan 
5th. If they can work out the logistics, I have faith that we can as well. 

Thank you, 

Kristy Lim 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Nathan Slack  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:30 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Public Comment - Agenda Item 14a 

Ventura Unified School District Board Members 

I am writing to express my support of Ventura Unified School District returning to in-person schooling. We are in 
unprecedented times as both parents and administrators responsible for the education of our children. While I am both 
sympathetic and cognizant of the challenges to the re-opening of schools, I think it is vital that we focus on the children 
during these times. The trepidations towards re-opening are of real concern, but the well-being of our children's 
education and social development cannot be overlooked. It has long been documented that "screen time" is something 
that should be monitored and limited in our youth. While the online platforms have proven to be a functional interim 
solution, they have also proven to be inadequate and very challenging. I applaud the teachers and principals within the 
district for doing their best to make these interim solutions work, but the fact remains that there is no replacing in
person instruction. I know that everyone has their own hierarchical list of essential services, but in times.when 
restaurants and ride share services are in operation I would argue that aside from public safety there is nothing more 
essential than in-person student education. 

COVID positive tests in the County are on the downward trend, and we continue to learn more and more about how it 
affects both adults and children. The County and the State have released guidance documents that provide the 
necessary roadmap to a safe reopening of schools. I implore those of you on the Board to think critically about both the 
negatives and positives associated with re-opening of schools, and while doing so keep in mind that there is no 
replacement for the physical and emotional bond that develops between the teacher, their students, and the children's 
classmates during in-person schooling. 

I would like to express that I am in full support of reopening schools for in-person instruction, but think that the date 
should be modified from November 30th to November 2nd. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Slack 
Parent 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Lorenzo Swiatek  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:35 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Back school 

Follow up 
Flagged 

I am a 5th grader and I don't like this zoom I feel like I am not Learning as much as I would in school. I am getting 
headaches and frustrated and nervous I can't get my work done and there's too much homework the zoom things are 
always not working and I am not afraid of Covid I am afraid not learning and seeing my friends I like my teachers but I 
am not learning anything from zoom. Lorenzo Swiatek, I KNOW I AM A KID BUT PLEASE HEAR MY VOICE. 

Maria Fiore  

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Jack Gorell  

Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:39 PM 
Public Comment 
back to school 

Follow up 
Flagged 

i am a 5th grader at loma vista.i am so tired of canvas and zoom it is so hard to complete one task on canvas it 
gives me headache if i submit something on canvas it does not count, i like the internet but they made it into 
something terrible and annoying and i am not learning anything it is stupid and and dumb i just want to go back 
to school and actualy see my friends not on stupid zoom but in person and to interact with them. zoom. 

i know that I am a kid, but I want you to hear from me, 

Jack Gorell 
(You can contact my parents, Laura and Jeff Gorell if you need to) 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

To the VUSD School Board, 

Minako Watabe  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:41 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- school re-opening 

Follow up 
Flagged 

I would like to send a note in strong support of re-opening for elementary school on Nov 30th with the hybrid 
model. I think even a short month of school will help with the transition to go back to in person schooling and 
will allow for a more smooth start for the rest of the district next year. 
Thank you for all of your incredible work and planning for our children's safe return to in-person learning! 
Minako Watabe 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Jane Li  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:59 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- School 

Follow up 
Flagged 

We have two boys in dual immersion K and 2nd grade. They also go to the YMCA for childcare. Both my 
husband and I are physicians and cannot babysit while working. 2nd grade doing ok. Kinder strongly dislikes 
zoom. He has sensory and motor difficulties. He has mostly negative interactions with parents to complete tasks 
even though he likes the teacher. 

Although some kids can spread COVID there has been no significant spikes linked to schools reopening across 
the country. I feel the risks of remaining remote outweigh the benefits of in person at this point in time. 

I support masks and distancing even if it means a hybrid model. 
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