
VENTURA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULAR MEETING 
September 22, 2020    

MINUTES 

Call to Order 
In accordance with Governor Newsom's executive orders of social distancing due to the COVID-19, the regular 
Board of Education meeting was held on Tuesday, September 22, 2020, as a teleconference/video conference 
meeting where one or more members participated. The public had the opportunity to submit their public comment 
and public comment on closed session via the public comments email address or in-person via live video. The public 
streaming of the Board meeting was made available through the Ventura Adult and Continuing Education, TDC 
Studios YouTube Channel. 

Board President 
Board Vice President 
Board Member 
Board Member 
Board Member 
Superintendent 
Asst. Supt. /Certificated HR 
General Counsel 

Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez 
Ms. Jackie Moran 
Ms. Velma Lomax 
Mr. Matt Almaraz 
Dr. Jerry Dannenberg 
Dr. Roger Rice 
Dr. Jeff Davis 
Mr. Anthony Ramos 

Adoption of Agenda 

It was moved by Dr. Jerry Dannenberg, seconded by Mr. Matt Almaraz and passed on a roll call vote of 5 - 0 to 

approve the agenda as presented. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Jackie Moran, Ms. Velma Lomax, Mr. Matt Almaraz, Dr. 

Jerry Dannenberg 

Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 

Public Comment on Closed Session Items 

None. 

Motion to go to Closed Session 

It was moved by Ms. Jackie Moran, seconded by Ms. Velma Lomax and passed on a roll call vote of 5 - 0 to 

approve to go to closed session at 5:31 p.m. 

Ayes: Ms. Sabrena Rodriguez, Ms. Jackie Moran, Ms. Velma Lomax, Mr. Matt Almaraz, Dr. 

Jerry Dannenberg 

Noes: None. Absent: None. Abstain: None. 

At 7:00 p.m., Board president Rodriguez called the regular meeting to order and led the pledge of allegiance. 

Report of Actions Taken in Closed Session 

None. 

Superintendent's Report 

11.a Go·od News 

Ms. Rebecca Chandler was highlighted as the new Assistant Superintendent of Business Services. 

















 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Greetings, 

Lisa Bondy  
Monday, September 21, 2020 4:22 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Middle School and High School waivers 

I'm curious why the waivers to get kids back in school in person are only for tk-6th grade. I have a 7th grader and a 9th 

grader and want them back in school in person. Our 7th grader who goes to DATA has had numerous school connection 

issues and now is super frustrated and has anxiety each time he needs to log into his classes. I'm also not wanting them 

on screens all day due to distance learning. I understand they aren't in classes online all day, but they do have work to 
do that requires them to be on a screen. 

Thank you, 

Lisa Bondy  

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

lynds245 <  

Monday, September 21, 2020 7:31 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Comment to education board 

Dear superintendent Rice and Board of Education members, Please consider letting the youngest students back into a 
hybrid model of school. Transitional kindergarteners and kindergartners are missing vital social and emotional learning 
in a time when it is so important in their development. There would be plenty of space in school to maintain social 
distancing and the kids could wear masks. 
Thank you 
Lyndsay 
parent of a kindergartener 

' ' 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello VUSD-

Chelsea Brooks  
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:09 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER-

My name is Chelsea, I am a proud parent of a first grader here at VUSD. I am writing to request that Waivers please be 

utilized at Ventura County School District. 

We have been extremely blessed that my son's first grade teacher is amazing. She is probably the best teacher anyone 

could have, distance learning or not. The kids adore her, she is kind, and she teaches in a way that keeps little minds as 

focused as possible. She is always available for texts, calls, emails, and checks in multiple times a day. She also has 

created a lot of paper/pencil items. She makes book bags every week for our kids, individualized on reading ability and 

their interests. I know that many people are not as lucky as we are. 

This is putting an extreme amount of pressure and work on parents and teachers. Having a first grader is a full time job 

for one young student, I cant imagine those with several. My first grader requires me to sit down next to him to help 

with technology, supplies, and reminders to be focused. Parents are forced to take a reduction in work hours and modify 

schedules. This creates fear of losing our job or flexibility at work. We have a four year old as well. We when are all 

suffering- especially the students. Resources provided via facebook do not address these challenges, and although 

stated "temporary," there has been zero information on a timeline VUSD will consider waivers, or reopening with 

modifications. 

My son asked me the other day if he has friends anymore. He is 6, and so, a lot of his friendships are formed at school. 

He gets no 'chances to interact with classmates on zoom because the poor teacher is spread thin trying to teach a days 

worth of material in 45 minutes. 

Please consider the wellbeing of our children, the mental health of parents, and our wonderful educators. I suggest 

utilizing waivers for a modified learning environment. For teachers that want to go back, allow them. For teachers that 

would like to do zoom only, allow that. For families that want in person learning, they can be paired with teachers that 

want to be in the classroom. For those that want distance, they can be paired with zoom teachers. 

I fear that if waivers are not utilized, you will see a drop in attendance of families and commitment to the VUSD. There 

are other school districts in the area that are and will be utilizing waivers. 

Thank you, 

Chelsea 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello, 

Kitty Von Doeren < > 
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 4:45 PM 
Public Comment 
-EXTERNAL SENDER- Question for VUSD Board Meeting 

As lifelong residents of Ventura, homeowners (whose taxes help fund the district), and especially as parents of a 
student enrolled at a VUSD elementary school, my husband Aaron and I are extremely unhappy with the 
distance learning program implemented by VUSD this school year and would like to know why this approach 
was chosen. 

Not enough time is being spent in live instruction for younger elementary age students. Our daughter is in 2nd 

grade and receives a total of 4 hours oflive instruction per week: 1 hour a day Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday. The focus seems to be on math and government, with some language arts. Afterwards she has 
approximately 2 hours of homework per day to complete with our help. Today we received an email from her 
teacher saying Science and Social Studies lessons will also be posted weekly, which the students are apparently 
responsible for completing on their own (which of course actually means, "under parental instruction"). When 
help from her teacher is needed outside of regular class hours, she has a 30 minute window once a week to join 
her virtual office hours and ask questions. Granted, her teacher is wonderful and very responsive when we've 
asked questions via email. But given that most teachers and students at this grade level are accustomed to a 30 
hour school week, and many students need additional help outside of that, what educated, experienced 
administrator decided that 4.5 hours of facetime with a teacher is anywhere near even the absolute minimum 
that could be considered effective? 

This learning schedule is not conducive to children's education, especially young children who don't have the 
capacity to self-direct. I understand there was a need to provide distance learning during a pandemic, and that 
replicating the effectiveness of 30 hours a week of in-person instruction is impossible, but 4 hours a week is 
completely ludicrous. Why is more instruction not being provided? There are two teachers assigned to my 
child's class. I fail to see how two full time teachers can't provide at least 10-15 hours oflive instruction and/or 
student support per week between them, while I'm doing that myself in addition to working my full time job, 
acting as my younger child's preschool teacher, and parenting two young children all day every day. 

This approach is leaving families in the lurch, placing too much of the educational workload on young children 
and their parents, and doesn't give teachers the tools they need to provide effective instruction. Please explain 
how the approach chosen by VUSD prioritizes children's education in Ventura. 
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Thank you, 

Kitty Von Doeren 
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